
.vvv --..-*-.-;-.'• ' •-.- \~ --._- *''.. -—'--j---.-- v

- *

'-\>i »JO v;V:^

(*-

M

*
<*

»

*^-*l

^^^4U-- i

- rj .-*>'>.' '-•W--i.'"



A
IS

1=3

s

^v4iD n&MP&'/Q >^^r

<x|s^==-

/\|/v

: : fl ><>- %miPtailJ4C ^Ai*JPlIb

<$$>

"^->«fla2?®ig*to-g>-^-<S. ,-b—o>-jg»—o^j^-s).TOTOvy
'!:

«*?C

-v-'" 1

ifc
[

l:;

!•§*iW
,^iTijriTTi^l:i^irriXTTiTiirTTiXTTiiiiJiixiiTTrix3iitirirxrTriiixTriTriiiiirriii_

tfjtr

OF—

mr

Rock Island ty, Illinois,

CONTAINING

Fnll-page portrait aqd Biographical j^etcheg of p^an^inBqt and IJepi'e^qtatiVE

Citizen^ of tje fiountj.

if
[IE

DE]

TOGETHER WITH

PORTRAITS AND BIOGRAPHIES OF ALL THE GOVERNORS OF ILLINOIS,
AND OF THE RESIDENTS OF TIIE ""UNITED STATES.

^i N Oj
>

ALSO CONTAINING A HISTORY OF THE COUNTT, FROM ITS EARLIEST SETTLEMENT
TO THE PRESENT TIME.

m sc£f^~

CHICAGO:
Biographical Publishing Co.

1885.





|SI/^£$tfk- z^k 6\&M&Mr>
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY.

V
>

I!

est

rience, he returned to book-keeping, a position he

held with the Moline Plow Company for about eight

years.

It was in May, 1864, he entered the army, and at

the organization of the i32d 111. Vol. Inf., was

elected Captain of Co. H, a rank he held to the ex-

piration of his term of service. Capt. Hemenway
was appointed Postmaster of Moline by President

Hayes in 1877, and re-appointed by President Ar-

thur in 1 881 . He has served the city of Moline as

Alderman, Clerk and Trustee; was one of the char-

ter members, and is Past Master of Doric Lodge, F.

& A. M., and is a prominent member of the G. A. R.

Mrs. Hemenway, nee Miss Jane E. Marsh, to

whom Mr. H. was united in marriage at Grand de

Tour in June, 1842, died Dec. 26, 1883. Of the

four children born to them, three are living: Fred

C. Hemenway is manager of J. M. Christy's Cracker

Manufactory at Rock Island; Charles F. is cashier

of the Moline National Bank; and Ellen M. is the

wife of J. M. Christy.

artin Schoonmaker, dealer in grain at

Reynolds, this county, is a native of

Green County, in the State of New York,

where he was horn Oct. 21, 1835. His

"X father, Christian Schoonmaker, was a farmer by

occupation, and a native of the same State, of

German descent. He was reared in Green County,

and married Silvia Maraquot, a native of the same

county, of New England parentage and of German
descent. During his life he became a prominent

man, and he died in the same county in the year

1877, over 60 years of age. The widow is yet living

with her younger son, Walter, in that county, now
being about 70 years of age.

The subject of this sketch was a member of the

parental household until he was about 20 years of

age, being brought up in the noble and independent

vocation of agriculture, and educated in the public

schools At the age of 2T he emigrated West, set-

tling in this county, in Edgington Township, where

he continued in his calling In 1870 he engaged in

the sale of agricultural implements at Edgington,

and afterward at Milan, being at the latter place in

partnership with G. M. Dixson two years. Return-

ing to the village of Edgington, he established a gen-

eral store, where he successfully followed mercantile

business for six years, and also dealt in live stock.

At the end of the six years mentioned he sold his

store, and has since been employed exclusively in

the grain business at Reynolds. He is also agent

for the Hartford, Phcenix, Queen, of Liverpool, and

German, of Freeport, Insurance Companies. Since

1 88 1 he has also held the office of Notary Public.

He has also been Justice of the Peace and Township

Supervisor, and is now a School Director. Adjoin-

ing the village he owns r 6 acres of land, on which

he has a beautiful two-story residence. He owns the

elevator at the depot, and also a small grist-mill,

which is excellent for small grists and plain work.

He is also the proprietor of a plat 150 x 170 feet in

dimensions near the depot.

Mr. S. was first married, in Edgington Township,

to. Elizabeth Boltinghouse, who was born and

brought up in this State, and died in July, 1870.

His second marriage occurred in Bowling Township,

this county, when the bride was Miss Jennie Smith.

She was born in the State of New York, in January,

185 1 ; was but a small child when her parents emi-

grated West with her to this county, settling upon a

farm. Mr. and Mrs. Schoonmaker have had four

children, two of whom are deceased, viz: an infant

and Walter, who died at the age of rg months. The

two living are : Elizabeth, who was born April 21',

1878, and Lura, Jan. 8, 1883.

Mr. S. is a stanch and reliable Democrat, and his

wife is a member of the Presbyterian Church.

r:p3I;,on. Stillman W. Wheelock, President of

7
:

|l?l': the .Moline Plow Company, of the Moline

'

.'.'.
''>*"* Paper Mill Company, and of the Moline

A National Bank. (See history of Moline indus-

j tries, in this volume.) The Wheelocks were

1 among the earliest settlers, dating their ancestry

in this country back to the landing of the Pilgrim

Fathers. Their history, first to last, were it possible

to chronicle it within any allotted space, would be,

in a large number of individual instances, an un-

broken recital of simple life, exemplary morals, in-

dustry, energy, and good citizenship.

Chapin and Miss Luc) Wheelock) both having

the same inherited name) were married at their 11a-
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tive town, Worcester, Mass., in 1808, and of their six

sons, brought up to manhood, the one whose name

heads this article was third in order of birth. His

parents moved from Massachusetts to Erie Co., N.

Y., in 1812, and there, on June 18, 1816, Stillman W.

Wheelock was born. The elder Mr. Wheelock was

a farmer, and brought his sons up to know some-

thing of that industry, though it does not appear any

one of them ever followed it for any length of time,

except one brother, Hon. D. L. Wheelock, who moved

to Moline from his farm in Cook Co., 111., in 1865,

which he sold. After remaining in the city ten years

he was elected at first Mayor, and re-elected two

terms. On his removal from this place he settled in

Washington Co., Iowa, where he now owns a large

farm. Chapin Wheelock, Sr., died Jan. 10, 1835, at

the old home in Massachusetts, to which place he

had temporarily returned.

In September of the same year S. W. left his home

at Holland, N. Y., and spent two years in Massa-

chusetts, making his home with his grandparents,

but working out in Worcester and Brookfield, at a

low rate of wages. In the fall of 1837 he took his

accumulated earnings (some $250), returned to the

family home in New York, and spent the amount in

schooling, at the Aurora Academy. The following

winter he taught a public school in his native village,

at $15 per month and board (" boarding round " was

then the custom in that section), and in the spring

of 1839, with just $60 in his pocket, he left Buffalo,

on the old steamer " Anthony Wayne," landing at

Chicago May 10, 1839. At that time there was no

railroad into Chicago. The city had but one brick

building,—-the old " Lake House," on the North

Side. The streets were a sea of mud, and the side-

walks were few and exceedingly rickety and irreg-

ular. Mr. Wheelock took out of his trunk sufficient

clothing for immediate use, tied it in a yellow ban-

dana, slung the bundle over his shoulder on the end

of a hickory stick, and took foot passage to Naper-

ville, 15 miles distant, where he spent the first night.

Next day he walked to St. Charles, then a promising

Western town on Fox River. Determined to take

employment at something which would make him a

living, without caring much what the work might

be, he took a job in a hard-wood saw-mill at $1 per

day, of 12 hours each. The board he received was

mostly mush and milk, fat pork and corn bread.

Here he worked one year, in company with S. B.

Flint (now dead), whose sister Mr. Wheelock after-

ward married. The Flint family had come to St.

Charles a year before. In 1840 the two men named,

under the firm name of Flint & Wheelock, rented the

saw-mill, and ran it on their own account. It had

two upright saws and one lath saw. The business

partnership naturally developed an intimacy which

resulted in the marriage of S. W. Wheelock and

Lydia Flint, at St. Charles, in March, 1842.

Abandoning the saw-mill, Mr. Wheelock went into

the hotel business, in the same town, which he con-

tinued for two years. He then exchanged the hotel

for a farm, lying some seven miles from St. Charles,

and in the meantime built a brick dwelling in town,

which he occupied for several years, giving his atten-

tion to his farm.

During the period covered by these memoranda,

O. M. Butler and B. T. Hunt built a paper-mill at

St. Charles, of which C. N. Smedley, of Vermont,

was superintendent. Convinced that paper-making

would be a thrifty business in the West, and learn-

ing that there was a splendid water-power at Moline,

Mr. Wheelock and Mr. Smedley, having but small

capital between them, came down to Moline in the

spring of 1851, and bought out the old foundry of

N. B. Buford, for $5,000. It stood on the site of the

present Moline Paper Mill. The purchase, outside

of the real estate, was a shaky frame building, about

40 x 60 feet. Smedley at once went to Brattleboro,

Vt., and made a contract for machinery for the new

mill. Mr. Butler, of St. Charles, evidently fearing

that this mill might interfere with his business,

promptly represented to the manufacturers that

Wheelock & Smedley, with whom the contract had

been made, were not a sound firm. On this repre-

sentation, the firm declined to make the machines,

although they had twice agreed to do so. Mr.

Wheelock then went to Goddard, Rice & Co., of

Worcester, Mass., ordered his machinery, and it was

promptly made. This machinery came from Boston

to New Orleans by ocean ; thence by boat up the

Mississippi River, and was landed near the foot of

Lynde Street. Its arrival excited a great deal of

curiosity, and its landing was witnessed by many in-

terested spectators. Since then Mr. W. has bought

all his machinery from Goddard, Rice & Company,

because they had the good sense to trust him when
he was struggling for a business footing.

In the fall of 185 1 Mr. W. brought his wife and
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furniture down from St. Charles in a wagon. Here

Mr. and Mrs. W. went to housekeeping, mutually

aiding each other in life's duties, faithfully toiling to-

gether, and together reaping the fruit of their united

industry.

In r853 Mr. Smedley sold his interest in the paper

mill to James Fergus. Prior to 1S54. the year in

which the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad

was completed to this point, all chemicals used in

the mill had to be hauled by teams from Peru, 111.,

to which point they were brought by canal from Chi-

cago. The paper manufactured was delivered by

teams to Galena, Dubuque, Cedar Rapids, Ottumwa,

Galesburg, Peoria, Knoxville, and other towns in

Illinois and Iowa. They usually returned with a

cargo of rags. Mr. Weelock himself started with a

four-horse load of print paper for Galena on a cold

day in the winter of 1856. At Hampton he was
compelled to buy a warm cap. He delivered the

paper to the purchaser, reloaded with a cargo of

rags, and reached home all right.

In i860 he built the stone portion of the mill now
standing, and put in a 68-inch Fourdrinier paper

machine. The original machine was removed to

the basement, where it is still doing service in the

manufacture of wrapping paper.

The Paper Mill Company is at present a char-

tered incorporation, with a capital stock of $140,000.

_The officers are S. W. Wheelock, President ; Everett

Wheelock, Secretary and Treasurer.

During the past few years Mr. Wheelock has paid

considerable attention to the raising of thoroughbred

horses and cattle, and numbers among his posses-

sions in that line some of the finest bloods in the

State.

In 1872 Canbee, Swan & Company, plow manu-
facturers, having been somewhat pressed to the wall

by moneyed and ambitious rivals, Mr. Wheelock,

first through sympathy, and second as a business

scheme, came to their rescue, and at once laid down
$75,000, reorganized the concern, converted it into a

stock company, and became its President. In 1884
a statement of the Moline Plow Company showed
that the capital stock was $400,000, and its cash sur-

plus amounted to $800,000. July 1, 1885, the capi-

tal stock was increased to $800,000, one-half of which
is controlled by Mr. Wheelock, leaving a net surplus

of $400,000. The Moline Paper Mill, out of which

l£K®>K

Mr. W. claims to have made his greatest money, has

invested in it a capital stock of $140,000, about $80,-

000 of which is held by the President, Mr. W.
Mr. Wheelock was also one of the organizers of

and stockholders in the Malleable Iron Works, under

its organization of June, 1884, with a capital stock

of $75,000, of which he is by far the largest stock-

holder. In this year also was organized the Moline

Central Street Railway, with Mr. Wheelock as Presi-

dent, and in June, 1885, the road was thrown open

to the public.

Of the three sisters and five brothers of Mr.

Wheelock, only one of the former and two of the

latter are living. To these Mr. Wheelock, from the

great abundance of his wealth, has liberally given

from time to time. The Churches ot every denomi-

nation in the city have been the recipients of his

bounty, and the poor and needy ever find in him a

friend that causes them to remember him with their

blessing. The three story building occupied 12 years

by the Moline postoffice was built by Mr. and Mrs.

Wheelock, and its second and third stories presented

to the Free Library Association. Nor was this all:

the first large moneyed donation to this great public

institution was by Mr. Wheelock, and opposite his

name was placed the sum of $500. The magnitude

of Mr. and Mrs. Wheelock's gift in this instance, and

the exalted degree of pleasure thereat experienced

by many of the truly charitably disposed, numbering

among them the best people of America, may be

imagined from the many congratulatory letters re-

ceived by them, a few only of which are at this time

at our command, and which are given here:

" Moline, March 21, 1877.
" To S. W. Wheelock, Esq.,

" Dear Sir:—At a regular meeting of the Con-
cordia Germania Society of Moline, held at their

school building on Rodman Avenue, on Thursday
evening, March 15, 1877, the undersigned were ap-
pointed a committee to draft resolutions of the thanks
of the society to yourself and wife for your generous
donation to the Public Library of Moline. After due
deliberation we reported the following, which on mo-
tion was adopted unanimously :

" Whereas, Mr. and Mrs. Wheelock have donated
to our Public Library the building on Rodman Ave-
nue, known as the Postoffice Building; and

" Whereas, through the gift the Library will soon
be able to compete with the best in the State; and

" Whereas, all people will be benefited by it

;

therefore, be it

"Resolved, That we, as members of the Turners'
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Society, tender our heartfelt thanks to Mr. and Mrs.

S. W. Wheelock for their magnificent and generous

donation.
" Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be

sent to Mr. and Mrs. Wheelock, and that the same
be published in the Tri-City newspapers.

" With our best wishes for the future welfare of

yourself and family, we remain with great respect,
" Yours, etc.,

"August Timm,
"Conrad E. Grantz,
" D. V. Witter,

" Committee."

"Gilbert, March 14, 1877.
" S. W. Wheelock, Esq.,

" Dear Sir :—As one of the great family on whom
you and your wife have conferred so great a gift, let

me congratulate you, and ask to share the good feel-

ing which I know must follow the exercise and gra-

cious use of means you have accumulated beyond
your need. I regard it as not only benevolence, but

also practical wisdom, where I see a noble institu-

tion of any kind started or strengthened during the

life of the giver. It is little indeed to direct the use

of money which the' giver can no longer grasp. May
you live long enough to see the fruits you have pro-

vided for those simply willing to pluck.
" Yours truly,

"W. H. Holmes."

"Rock Island, March 13, 1876.
" Mr. Wheelock,

" Dear Sir :— I see by the newspapers to-day that

you have done a very liberal thing for your city.

In no other way could such good be done, and the

benefit will continue to increase forever. To your-

self and your good wife this act will be a blessing all

the days of your life. I congratulate you with all

my heart. Truly yours,
" Cornelius Lynde.

" To S. W. Wheelock, Esq., Moline."

"Winona, Minn., March 19, 1877.

"Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Wheelock,
"Dear Friends :—Through a Gazette sent me by

a Davenport lady, I notice what you have thought

best to do for the Moline Public Library, and the

fact gave me so much pleasure that I cannot help

exclaiming with my pen ' God help you ' for the deed
and the thought which prompted you to make it.

Although circumstances have for the present placed

me in Minnesota, my interest in the Moline Library

is not one ' whit ' abated, nor my confidence in its

excellent management. Feeling, as I do, most em-
phatically, that the public school and free library

should go hand-in-hand, educating and elevating

together the parents and children, I can in all sin-

cerity express my pleasure, with a hope that you may
live long to enjoy the great good your benefaction

has bestowed upon the citizens of Moline. As she

stands at the head in her manufacturing interests, so

may she be a leader in intelligence and goodness,

which is the outgrowth; for, as the mind opens to

receive, it also becomes broader and more liberal,

and your thoughtful generosity will do much toward
helping on in that direction. As you have made
yourselves the pioneers, I trust others will be willing

to follow, and that right speedily.
" Yours in neighborly remembrance,

" Mrs. Horatio G. Nourse."

"Moline, III., March 5, 1877.
" Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Wheelock, Moline, 111.,

" My Dear Friends :—I learned this morning of

the munificent gift which you have made to the Mo-
line Public Library, and at the moment I decided to

meet you and tender you my heartfelt thanks for the

great favor which you have conferred upon our peo-

ple and city, but afterward concluded to write you
instead of saying orally what I wanted to commu-
nicate to you.

"Your grand donation is one that will bless you
and bless Moline for all time. This is true, and will

remain so upon the pure and undying principle that

every such glorious deed is doubly blest. I fail to

find language to express to you my gratitude for this

great favor, and will leave you to infer the extent of

it by telling you that this has been a happy day with

me—made so by the fact that very special and val-

ued friends have graciously conceived and executed

a scheme which is more momentous and enduring in

its character, magnificent in its proportions and con-

sequences, far-reaching in its beneficial effects upon
our people in the future, and more generous in its

conception, than any gift that has fallen upon us

since I have lived in Moline. My wife eagerly joins

me in :hese expressions, and in tne hope that you
may live long in the enjoyment of health and happi-

ness.
" Very truly and faithfully your friend,

" Wm. Kerns."

"Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Wheelock,
" Friends

:

—Please accept this basket of flowers

as a slight token of our appreciation of your recent

gift of the Library Building to the people of Moline.
" Sincerely,

"Mrs. W. A. Nourse,
" Mary F. Nourse.

"Moline, III., March 16, 1877."

Notwithstanding his gigantic business interests,

covering over a million of dollars, and involving the

welfare of hundreds of people, he has found time to

render the public in an official way much service. In

1877 he was elected Mayor of the city; re-elected

in 1879, and again in 1881. Public-spirited at all

times, his moral and substantial support may always
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be relied upon in matters pertaining to the public

weal. Though having very nearly compassed the

allotted three-score-and-ten, S. W. Wheelock ap-

pears to be a man of 50. In the enjoyment of per-

fect health, a strict adherent to the laws of hygiene,

he bids fair to number yet many years of usefulness

in a community that has seen him rise in an honor-

able way, and, by the purest of methods, from ob-

scurity to distinguished opulence.

A fine lithographic portrait of Mr. Wheelock is

given on a preceding page, which is even more than

justified by the high business and social character of

the subject of the foregoing biography. A fine

double-page view of his residence and surroundings

is given on pages 224 and 225.

Chapin A. Wheelock, his elder brother, is associ-

ated with him in the paper-mill, owning a portion of

the stock, and has been active in the business since

its organization, and has now retired mostly from the

business. He has two sons engaged in the mill.

He has been a Republican since the organization

of that party, and during the late Civil War did much

to aid the authorities in carrying forward the cause

of the Union. As financial agent of the appropri-

ations and funds raised for caring for the soldiers'

families, he did efficient service. During the various

campaigns he has always given liberally, both of time

and money, to promote the cause of the party with

whose principles lie was in sympathy.

Personally, Mr. Wheelock is a man of genial and

pleasing address and impresses one at sight with the

force and strength of his character. His executive

abilities are really wonderful. He will successfully

manage a large number of important enterprises,

any one of which would be quite sufficient for about

all the energy of an ordinary man. But Mr. Wheelock

has the rare faculty of infusing his force into the

minds of his associates; hence his very presence in

an establishment has the effect of drawing out and

developing the best working talent of every employe.

This aggressive force is what has made Mr. vVheelock

the success that he is. When he makes up his mind

that a certain thing has to be done, it is almost

equally certain that it wi// be done, and obstacles

and opposition which would discourage most men,

seem to have on him nothing more than the effect of

a stimulant, by bringing out his reserve force.

As a friend, Mr. Wheelock is an ardent and con-

stant one, and a friendship once formed by him can

be broken only by the basest ingratitude or treachery

on the part of the one in whom he had reposed con-

fidence. No one man has done more to build up

and advance the interests of Moline ; hence he can

appropriately be termed one of its strongest pillars.

eremiah LeQuatte follows the vocation of

a farmer on section 9, Drury Township.

He is a son of Shadrach and Nancy Le-

Quatte, natives of Delaware and of French an-

cestry. They married and settled in Dela-

ware, and afterwards removed to Clinton

County, Ohio, and still later to Indianapolis, Ind.,

where they resided for 17 years. In 1838 they came

to Rock Island County and settled in Drury Town-

ship, where they died, the mother Dec. 15, 1846, and

the father April 17, 1847. Their family comprised

nine children,—Jeremiah (first), Frances, Elizabeth,

James, Sarah, William, Matthew and Jeremiah (sec-

ond), and one who died in infancy.

Jeremiah (second), subject of this biographical no-

tice, was born in Clinton Co., Ohio, Oct. 17, 1821,

and on arriving at the age of nine months was taken

by his parents to Indianapolis, Ind., whither they

removed. He continued to reside under the parental

roof-tree, and came to Rock Island County in 1838,

thereby becoming one of the early settlers of this

county. His education was received in the common

schools of this county. His father was engaged in

mercantile business at Drury Landing, and Jeremiah

followed the vocation of a clerk in his father's store

for a period of two years, and aside from that short

time has been engaged all his life in agricultural

pursuits. He is one of the most extensive land own-

ers, being the proprietor at the present time of some

800 acres of land in Drury Township. He also owns

a small tract of land in Michigan. Mr. LeQuatte

has an apple orchard in Drury Township, consisting

of 57 acres. He is also the heaviest tax-payer in

Drury Township.

Mr. LeQuatte was united in marriage in Drury

Township, Oct. 25, 1843, to Charlotte T., the ac-

complished daughter of Isaiah and Priscilla Drury,

natives of Maryland. Drury Township is so named

in honor of her father. Their family consisted of the
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